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Chap. II.

SECT. L
OF  SULPHURIC ACID,
A HOUGH the kncients were acquainted with some of
the compounds into which sulphuric acid enters, alum^
for instance, and green vitriol, they appear to have been
ignorant of the acid itself. It is first mentioned in the
works of Basil Valentine, which were published about
the end of the 15th century. It was for a long time
obtained by distilling green vitriol, a salt composed- of
sulphuric acid and black oxide of iron ; hence it was
called oil ofvztrivl, and afterwards vitriolic acid. An-
other method of obtaining it was by burning sulphur
under a glass bell; hence it was called also oleum sul~
phuris per campanam. The French chemists, in 1787,
when they formed the new chemical nomenclature, gave
it the name of mlpkurie acid*
1. At present it is generally procured by burning a
mixture of sulphur and nitre in chambers lined with tlon
lead. The theory of this process is still somewhat ob-
scure. When sulphur is burnt in the open air or in ox-
ygen gas, however high the temperature, only sulphu-
rous acid is produced, and no appreciable quantity of
sulphuric acid. If the sulphur be mixed with black
oxide of manganese or any metallic oxide which readily
parts with its oxygen, the combustion is more brilliant^
but still sulphurous acid only is produced* No other
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